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S.S. Lesson and Youth Program for February 14 


~ WHAT PRESBYTERIANS THINK 


he The Bible does not say, “Whatever must be must be.” It says: “That 
fog . which is determined shall be done.” It says again: “The Lord of hosts 
ng hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; 
and as I have purposed, so shall it stand.” Both in Scripture and in 
our Standards the glorious truth stands clear that our human lives 
his and our sensitive human hearts are held, not in the iron cogwheels of 
a vast and pitiless Fate, not in the whirling loom of a crazy Chance, 
— but in the almighty hands of an infinitely good and wise God. 


“We know,” says Paul, “that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according to His 
purpose.” “For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the image of His Son.” 












In our world today the optimistic liberalism and the gay humanism 
of recent years are utterly discredited. Men are seeing how true is 
Calvinism’s stern but Scriptural account of man’s depravity, his sinful, 
fallen nature, total in the sense that no part of his nature is untainted 
by sin. Groping and bewildered, they are realizing that the only deity 
that meets the world’s need is the God of Calvinism. 






—Egbert Watson Smith 
THE CREED OF PRESBYTERIANS, John Knox 
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We have just seen a report of the 
1959 meeting of the General Assembly 
of Australia. In typical and approved 
Presbyterian fashion the Assembly 
spent most of its time arguing. About 
what? Church union, whether to re- 
lax theological seminary entrance re- 
quirements, women elders in the 
churches, new grounds for divorce. 
The result? Overwhelming defeat for 
every liberalizing trend. Wrote the 
reporter: “It must be a very long 
time since any Australian Assembly 
showed the considerable respect for 
the Confession of Faith that was to 
be seen in this Assembly.” Cheers 
for the Australians! 





The business office has been literal- 
ly FLOODED with new subscriptions 
on account of the Women’s page, con- 
tributors to which include such as Dr. 
Gutzke and Mrs. Askew. One ques- 
tion asked so often that we are answer- 
ing it here: Which of the twelve Circle 
studies will be used? It is Dr. 
Gutzke’s purpose, at this time, to use 
the first eight and then close with the 
last, for a total of nine. 





An appeal for information: In 
preparation for the World Missions 
season we are working on issues of 
the Journal which will stimulate in- 
terest in this primary task of the 
Church. We want to print testi- 
monials respecting the effect of giv- 
ing to Missions on the overall giving 
of congregations. What has_ it 
done to the stewardship pattern of 
your congregation to emphasize giv- 
ing to Missions? Let us hear from 
you, preferably with comparative 
tables. 





The cleaning woman was of a wor- 
ried frame of mind. The lady of the 
house asked her if she wasn’t a Chris- 
tian? She was. Then why was she 
worrying so? “Well, now, co’se I 
know the Lord is running things. But 
I don’t feel too good about it cause I 
don’t know what He’s liable to do!” 
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BRAZIL (CAVE) — If it was de- 
livered, Pope John XXIII now has a 
copy of the Portuguese Authorized 
Version of the Bible, courtesy of the 
Brazilian Bible Society and the Pres- 
oyterian Church. The Rev. Evaldo 
Alves, Secretary of the Society and 
the Rev. Jorge Bertolazzo Stela, a 
Presbyterian minister, presented 2 
copies of the revision, which took 12 
years for a team of 30 specialists to 
complete, to Cardinal Carlos Carmelo 
) de Mota, Archbishop of Sao Paulo, 
in ceremonies attended by various 
priests. Reported in the Brazilian 
newspapers, one of the Bibles was for 
the Pope, the other for the Archbishop 
himself. 

; —Curtis C. Goodson 





Ve tewe ed 





KOREA, — ( PN) — President 
Syngman Rhee and Madame Rhee 
made an unprecedented visit to the 
Presbyterian Medical Center at Chun- 
ju, Korea, after hearing of its work 
from the wife of the former American 
Ambassador Walter Dowling. Welcom- 
ing them to the hospital, an agency of 
the Presbyterian, U. S., mission, were 
Mrs. Paul S. Crane, extreme left, and 
Dr. Crane, director of the hospital, 
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World-Wide Hate Crusade Erupts, Quashed 








FAA Issues New Rule 
On Airline Liquor 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
Commercial airlines are prohibited 
from serving alcoholic beverages to 
any passenger “who appears to be in- 
toxicated,” under a new regulation of 
the Federal Aviation Agency effective 
March 10. 


It also imposes a civil penalty of up 
to $1,000 on any passenger who insists 
on drinking from his own bottle while 
aloft. 


Gen. Elwood R. Quesada, admin- 
istrator of the FAA, in announcing 
the rule, however, stoutly defended 
the growing practice of airlines in 
serving alcoholic beverages to pas- 
sengers in flight and attacked legis- 
lation pending in Congress which 
would ban the serving of liquor on 
airplanes. 


The legislation has received the sup- 
port of many religious and temperance 
groups and has been advocated by air- 
line pilots and stewardesses’ organi- 
zations. 


Gen. Quesada, who has headed the 
civilian FAA — successor to the for- 
mer Civil Aeronautics Administration 
— since retiring from the U. S. Air 
Force, asserted that a ban on alcoholic 
beverages in flight would make the 
situation worse. 


“It is a generally accepted fact that 
flat prohibition has not proven suc- 
cessful in preventing consumption of 
alcoholic beverages,” he declared. 


Most religious and temperance 
groups, however, hailed the regulation 
as a long-needed step in the right di- 
rection. 
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right. Special security measures were 
taken, and the President visited the 
clinic, the nursery suite and a ward; 
and the nursery, where President and 
Madame Rhee gave out toys to each 
of the 15 abandoned babies as Korean 
cameras flashed and newsreel cameras 
whirred. 
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(Assembled from RNS Releases) 


A dramatic story of good and evil 
with world-wide implications began on 
Christmas Eve, 1959, with the un- 
expected appearance of Nazi swastikas 
splashed in black and red paint on 
the walls of Jewish synagogues in 
Cologne, Germany. Almost simul- 
taneously, across Germany and virtual- 
ly throughout the whole world, similar 
desecrations occurred in a pattern of 
anti-Semitism which seemed to be un- 
der a central, organizing force. 


Target of most of the terrorist acts 
were Jewish buildings and homes the 
world around. Virtually every major 
city in Europe was treated to the 
sight of the huge swastikas and anti- 
semitic slogans smeared by seemingly 
pro-fascist groups. In Argentina and 
South Africa the desecrations occur- 
ring elsewhere were accompanied by 
bombings of synagogues. In the U. S. 
the vandalism occurred in a number 
of major cities including New York, 
Philadelphia, Seattle, and Miami. 


Apparently the work of persons 
seeking to foment hatred everywhere, 
the swastikas and hate slogans fre- 
quently appeared on Roman Catholic 
and Protestant churches as well as 
Jewish houses of worship. In New 
York, both the Riverside church and 
the Episcopal Cathedral of St. John 
the Divine were painted with the Jew- 
ish symbols of the Star of David. In 
Spain, American, French and British 
consulates were smeared. 


Whatever the organizers and pro- 
moters of the anarchical movement 
expected to accomplish, they would 
seem to have failed. In a dramatic 
demonstration of solidarity the peo- 
ple of all nations as well as their na- 
tional and religious leaders rose up in 
reaction against the hate-mongers. 


In Germany, where the outbreaks 
were triggered, Protestant and Roman 
Catholic groups joined other West Ber- 
lin youth organizations to put on a 
torchlight parade in which 40,000 
marched in silence carrying such pos- 
ters as “Stop anti-Semitism,” and “Out 
with the Nazis.” Chancellor Adenauer 









voiced his regrets and Bishop Dibelius 
sent a cable to Premier David Ben- 
Gurion of Israel expressing the “deep 


concern and disgust” of German 


Protestants. 


In England, two German, non-Ro- 
man Catholic students volunteered to 
clean off the swastikas which appeared 
on the walls of St. Anselm’s Catholic 
enurch near Dartford. In Argentina, 
the government pledged firm measures 
against anti-Semitic vandals and ter- 
rorists. In New York extra police 
were assigned to guard against further 
desecration of synagogues and 
churches. 


All over the world both civic and 
religious groups spoke out against 
the vandalism and a United Nations 
subcommission promptly voted to take 
up the matter as a subject of “great- 
est urgency and gravity.” Leaders of 
all faiths saw in the acts a serious 
threat to religious liberty and some, 
as Rabbi Israel Abrahams of Cape- 
town, South Africa, saw a threat to 
world peace itself. 


Almost as suddenly as it happened, 
the program subsided. It would seem 
that someone misjudged the moral 
temper of the nations. 





Says Half Of Soviet Zone 
Young Refugees “Heathen” 


BETHEL, Germany (RNS) — 
Fifty per cent of the youthful ref- 
ugees from Germany’s Soviet Zone 
have grown up “practically as heath- 


ens,” according to a clergyman who 
for several years directed pastoral 
care of young people in a West Berlin 
reception camp. 


Half of the youngsters when asked 
about Jesus Christ, the meaning of 
Christian holidays, the Ten Command- 
ments or the Lord’s Prayer “had not 
a clue,” said Dr. D. Wulf Bethel. 


“Whatever they knew about history, 
nature, society and culture was tainted 
spectacularly by the ideological in- 
fluence of the East German state,” 
he observed. 


Writing in the German Pastors’ Ga- 
zette, Pastor Wulf noted, however, 
that a surprisingly large percentage 
of the youth named a clergyman or 
another Church-related person when 
asked who they thought had been 
especially kind to them in their home 
village or community. 





Mariological Society ‘To 
Petition Ecumenical Council 


DETROIT — (RNS) — The Mar- 
iological Society of America announced 
at the close of its 11th annual con- 
vention here that it would petition 
the Ecumenical Council summoned by 
Pope John XXIII to inaugurate furth- 
er study of the Blessed Virgin’s role 
as Co-Redemptrix. 


Catholic theologians hold that the 
doctrine of the co-operation of the 
Blessed Virgin in the Redemption is 
implicit in the teaching of the early 





THE READERS ASK 


(Address your questions to “The Readers Ask.” c/o the JOURNAL) 


Q. What do you think of the lec- 
tern-pulpit arrangement of a divided 
chancel?—A. R. Burr, Dallas, Tex. 


A. For Presbyterians, one thing is 
central in worship: the Word of God. 
Whether it be the sacraments or the 
sermon, the blessing comes in the 
Word, by the Word and through the 
Word. It is for this reason, inci- 
dentally, that a sermon is traditionally 
a part of the celebration of the Sup- 
per and words of instruction are es- 
sentially a part of the administration 
of Baptism. 


Now, an architecture which expres- 
ses this faith will keep the Bible in a 
focal position, whether it be in the 


center or in a corner. And worship 
which expresses this faith in visible 
signs will call attention to the Bible. 


When a minister reads from the 
Word of God on one side of the sanc- 
tuary and then with deliberate and 
measured tread moves to the other 
side of the sanctuary to preach, he is 
indicating to the congregation that 
there is a disjunction between the 
Word and his sermon. A true expres- 
sion of the Presbyterian faith in archi- 
tecture and order: is one in which the 
sermon is preached from the Word: 
at the very least the minister standing 
where he reads the Word to deliver 
his sermon, whether it be from a 
lectern or a pulpit. 





ecclesiastical writers and was devel- 
oped more explicitly by writers from 
the 9th to the 16th century. In the 
present century, many of the writings 
of Pope Pius XI and Pope Pius XII 
have been cited in favor of Mary’s 
formal co-operation in the redemptive 
work of Christ. 


The next annual convention will be 
held Jan. 2-3, 1961, at Pittsburg. Gen- 
eral theme of the sessions will be “Our 
Lady in the Old Testament.” (See 
Editorial, “One God,” p. 10). 





Colleges Relax Chapel 
Attendance Rule 


PRINCETON, N. J. and MIDDLE- 
TOWN, Conn. — (RNS) — Two more 
colleges joined the growing number of 
denominationally - related institutions 
which have relaxed religious practices 
on the campus. Princeton University 
and Wesleyan have decided to end 
their long-standing practice of requir- 
ing students to attend chapel services. 


All students at Wesleyan will be af- 
fected by the new ruling whereas at 
Princeton only freshmen must be pres- 
ent at services at least 50 percent of 
the time during the school year. 


At Princeton, Dean Ernest Gordon 
of the Chapel expects to “broaden the 
interest on the part of the undergrad- 
uates through conferences, lectures 
and discussion groups.” President 
Butterfield of Wesleyan defended the 
action by saying that “Wesleyan is 
not voting against religion on the 
campus. We are, on the contrary, 
making a conscientious endeavor to 
provide the student with an ideal op- 
tion and to challenge him to 
exercise this option.” (See Editorial, 
“Increasing Secularism,” p. 11). 





Capable Of Inner Analysis 
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It is frequently pointed out that 
the word “Presbyterian” refers to the 
Eldership and that Presbyterianism, 
as such, is a form of church govern- 
ment. But Presbyterianism is not only 
a form of government in the Church. 
It is also a well-defined system of 
beliefs or of doctrine. In the exal- 
tation and interpretation of the Bible 
the Reformation reached its zenith 
in the teachings and writings of John 
Calvin. Thus Presbyterianism, fol- 
lowing his interpretation of the Bible, 
is known as Calvinism. More spe- 
cifically, the Calvinism of Presby- 
terians is based on the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and the Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms, documents 
which were written nearly a hundred 
years after Calvin died. 


Presbyterians share with other 
churches many evangelical beliefs. 
Presbyterians also recognize that ear- 
nest Christians may follow other in- 
terpretations of the Bible in non- 
essential matters. But Presbyterians 
believe that in the Reformed system 
(another word for Calvinism) the 
teachings of the Bible are most fully 
and most accurately set forth. Every 
Presbyterian officer and minister 
takes a vow that he believes the Re- 
formed faith to be that system of 
doctrine which the Bible teaches. 
Every Presbyterian officer and min- 
ister in the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
moreover, also vows that he will take 
steps to remove himself from his po- 
sition should he ever find that his 
beliefs have taken another direction. 


Now the strength of Presbyterianism 
lies in its central loyalty to the Scrip- 
tures. This Church has always insisted 
that only in the Bible may we find 
what we must believe about God, His 
works and His ways. Only the Bible 
is a rule of faith and life free from 
error—‘“our infallible rule of faith 
and practice.” We believe that Pres- 
byterianism agrees with what the 
Seriptures teach and that it contains 
nothing contrary to what the Scrip- 
tures teach. 


| What Presbyterians Believe 


THE EDITOR 


I, SOVEREIGNTY 


As a system of doctrine, all Presby- 
terian beliefs are determined by a 
basic thought about God: that He is 
sovereign in all things. The doctrine 
of the Sovereignty of God teaches 
that God governs His creation, His 
creatures and all their actions. If 
loyalty to the Bible is the great 
strength of Presbyterianism, its belief 
in the Sovereignty of God is its very 
life. 


By this doctrine, Presbyterians 
mean to say that Who God is provides 
the key to reality, not who man is. 
What God does provides the key to 
human experience, not what man does. 
And what God works provides the 
key to Salvation, not what man works. 
When we think of faith, we think first 
of God. When we think of the effects 
of faith we think first of God. Even 
when we think of the ordinary events 
in the lives of every man we think of 
God. 


Presbyterians believe that every- 
thing which happens takes place ac- 
cording to the will of God and can 
be fully understood only in the will 
of God. Nothing can come to any 
man that He does not allow for His 
own purposes and glory. He overrules 
the actions of evil men and brings 
their evil to naught. He works all 
things after the counsel of His own 
will and turns all things—even appar- 
ent evil—to ultimate good in the lives 
of those who love Him, who are the 
called according to His purpose. 


Man’s reason for living is to glorify 
God by doing His will and to enjoy 
Him forever in the knowledge that 
life’s highest privilege is to serve the 
sovereign God who created him and 
gives him breath. 


Il. TOTAL DEPRAVITY 


Presbyterians believe that as the 
result of Adam’s sin all men are sin- 
ners; that sin is a stain upon us from 
our birth so that if left to the natural 
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inclinations of our wills our lives 
would inevitably turn to evil. In the 
view of Presbyterians human nature 
is not neutral: it is not free to move 
upward or downward depending on 
circumstance, environment or edu- 
cation. Neither is human nature 
good: capable of infinite development 
in goodness, needing only to be left 
alone or “brought out” to achieve 
perfection. Human nature is rath- 
er sinful and “inclined to evil as the 
sparks fly upward.” We see undesir- 
able behavior and sinful tendencies 
in the smallest infant and we observe 
that without discipline and restraint 
human beings inevitably live selfishly. 
This view of human nature Presby- 
terians describe by the term “Original 
Sin” because human _ imperfection 
seems to be both innate and instinc- 
tive. This imperfection (sin) taints 
every facet of our personalities. Con- 
sequently the description of Original 
Sin to which Presbyterians subscribe 
is summarized in the doctrine of Total 
Depravity. Mankind, we say, is in- 
evitably (originally) and altogether 
(totally) marked by sin on account of 
the Fall. 


The doctrine of Total Depravity 
also suggests man’s helplessness. Hu- 
man beings are not only sinful, they 
are also helplessly sinful. We are 
spiritually dead in our sins, bound un- 
der the guilt and penalty of sin and 
unable to do anything to please God. 
None of our works are pure and there- 
fore pleasing to God. All our right- 
eousness is as filthy rags. We do not 
even have it in us to turn to Him 
that we may be cleansed and healed. 


Il. SALVATION 


Presbyterians believe that God so 
loved us—while we were dead in tres- 
passes and sins—that He sent forth 
His only begotten Son to redeem us. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, pre-existent 
with the Father, by. Whom He created 
the worlds, came to earth by being 
born of the Virgin Mary. He, the 
Eternal Son, took upon Himself our 
nature, lived a sinless life as a man 






and died on the Cross in a sacrifice 
which somehow paid the price of our 
redemption from sin—we know not 


how but we believe it. In a victory 
over death and the grave our Lord 
rose from the dead and returned to 
the Father from Whom He sent the 
Holy Spirit to apply to those who 
would believe the effects of His work. 
In the gift of the Holy Spirit—by 
grace through faith — the originally 
sinful nature of man is transfigured 
to become Godly and possessed of 
the capacity to be God-like. This 
“new life’ begins now in the hearts 
of those who believe in and receive 
Jesus Christ. It continues into and 
through eternity. 


IV. ELECTION 


In keeping with the doctrine of 
Sovereignty, under which God is seen 
to determine all things, Presbyterians 
believe that the knowledge of Christ 
and the acceptance of Christ which 
leads to Salvation also come from God. 
We are saved by faith alone and this 
faith itself is a gift of God. Our 
personal redemption is not due to any 
goodness of our own for we have 
none; neither is it earned by our good 


works for we cannot accumulate 
“credit” leading to redemption. We 
find Christ because He finds us. We 


love Him because He first loved us. 
We become His because He chooses 
us, calling us and sanctifying us after 
He justifies us. Presbyterians do not 
pretend to understand the great truth 
underlying the Election of God. They 
simply know that they did not seek 
God until first they were sought; they 
did not know Him until He enlightened 
their hearts; they did not believe until 
He gave them faith; they did not come 
until they felt themselves moved. The 
mysteries of His Will we cannot 
fathom, but we know that had it not 
been for Him we would not be where 
we are. 

Because Salvation is clearly not giv- 
en to every man (though we know not 
why) Presbyterians therefore believe 
in Reprobation, or the eternally lost 
condition of those not elect. 


The doctrine of Election is dear to 
Presbyterians because, on the one 
hand, it pays homage to the Sov- 
ereignty of God in all human affairs 
and, on the other, because it gives a 
certainty and an assurance to those 
whose trust in the Lord Jesus Christ 
that no dependence on themselves 
can give. The effect of such a faith 
is the assurance that all things work 
together for good to them who 
= . are the called according to 
His purpose”; that nothing in this 
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life or in the life to come can sepa- 
rate them from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus. This assurance 
means, to the believer, that he can 
go forward boldly into whatever path 
he feels led because he knows that it is 
God who goes before. It further means 
that he is eternally secure in the Love 
of God because he has been sealed— 
not of himself—by the Holy Spirit 
until the final day of fulfillment. 


V. SANCTIFICATION 


Presbyterians believe that as the 
Election of God calls men to redemp- 
tion in Jesus Christ se it calls them 
to newness of life in Jesus Christ. 
The Holy Spirit not only makes a 
child of sin to become a child of 
God, He also leads the new believer 
into a new way of life which is in 
conformity to the will of God: holi- 
ness of life or Sanctification. 


We believe that every Christian will 
show forth in his life the fruits of a 
living faith; that he will grow in 
spiritual maturity and in patterns of 
living which will increasingly conform 
to the will of God for him. We be- 
lieve that love, joy, peace and all the 
other characteristics of godliness will 
necessarily become evident in his life 
as the Holy Spirit increasingly takes 
charge; that he will more and more 
“live unto righteousness” as he moves 
towards the “measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ.” As love of 
God increases within him, love for 
his Christian brothers and for his hu- 
man neighbors everywhere will corre- 
spondingly increase. 


To this end, Presbyterians believe 
in the necessity for utilizing the 
“means of grace: prayer, worship 
and, most especially, the study of 
God’s Word. 

VI. THE CHURCH 

Presbyterians believe in the Holy, 
catholic Church; that is, in the uni- 
versal unity of Christ’s Body in time 
and eternity. As a vine and its 
branches comprise a single whole, so 
Christ and all those in whatever place 
or age derive their life from Him 
comprise a single Body, the Church 
universal. This Church is not to be 
identified with any denomination or 
body on earth for it exists wherever 
4 true Child of God may be found. 
We believe that there are Presby- 
terians who belong to this Church 
and there are Presbyterians who do 
not; there are Baptists, Methodists 
and Roman Catholics who belong to 
this Church and there are Baptists, 
Methodists and Romans Catholics who 


do not. 


Because Presbyterians believe in the 
Holy, catholic Church, they also be- 
lieve in the Communion of Saints: the 
corporate practice of the Christian 
life. Christian living is not a solitary 
thing. We believe it to be the Lord’s 
will that Christians congregate in 
churches for worship, for service, for 
growth in grace and mutual edifica- 
tion. The Church universal is re- 
flected in those corporate manifesta- 
tions of Christ’s Body in which the 
ministry of the Word, the administra- 
tion of the sacraments, the exercise 
of government and discipline according 
to the New Testament pattern estab- 
lish and enlarge the household of 
faith. 


Vil. THE SACRAMENTS 


Presbyterians believe in two sacra- 
ments, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 
We believe that they are genuine 
sacraments, that is, instituted by 
Christ Himself; visible signs which 
actually confer the blessing or grace 
of God when appropriated in faith. 
We do not believe that the blessing 
is inherently present in the sacra- 
ments, but that they are rather the 
signs and seals of the blessing they 
represent. As the Holy Spirit does 
not dwell in the pages of a Book, 
and yet He warms our hearts by means 
of the message of that Book, so grace 
does not reside intrinsically in the 
sacraments, but comes to the believer 
who receives them in faith. 


BAPTISM is a sacrament which 
signifies and seals God’s covenant 
promise to be a Father to His own 
and to their children. It visibly repre- 
sents the way this promise is carried 
out in the coming of the Holy Spirit 
upon the life of those in whom the 
promise is fulfilled. It is a sacrament 
which belongs to any in whom there 
is reason to assume that the promise 
is being fulfilled, that is, on any pro- 
fessing their faith or setting up a 
household of faith. We believe that 
baptism belongs to the children of 
believers when a household of faith is 
set up and the conditions of prayer 
and worship are met. These bring evi- 
dence of the Holy Spirit’s presence 
in the hearts of the children as well 
as in the hearts of their believing 
parents. Because we have visible as 
well as historical evidence that in a 
Christian home children may grow in 
the true nurture and admonition of 
the Lord, we believe that the sign and 
seal of the Lord’s presence (Baptism) 
belongs to such children. 
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THE LORD’S SUPPER not only 
shows forth the Lord’s death until He 
shall return, but it is a sacrament in 
which He is truly though spiritually 
present and truly though spiritually 
received. Again, as the Word con- 
veys grace by providing the occasion 
for the Holy Spirit to speak to the 
human heart, so the Lord’s Supper 
conveys the benefits of the death and 
resurrection of Christ to believers 
who approach the Table in faith. 


Presbyterians believe that the Sup- 
per is not the possession of any per- 
son, congregation or church. It is 
the Lord’s Supper. It is not the Table 
of any sect or denomination. It is the 
Lord’s Table. We do not minister 
about the Table as hosts, but as guests 
of Him who issues the invitation to 
come and who distributes His benefits 
severally as He will. Consequently we 
do not believe that we can dispense 
or withhold the dispensation of grace; 
that we can bar any believing Chris- 
tian whom He would feed. For such 
reasons we practice “open” Com- 
munion. 


VII. THE RESURRECTION AND 
THE LIFE EVERLASTING 


Presbyterians believe in the return 
of Jesus Christ “to judge men and 
angels at the end of the world.” Until 
He comes, we believe that the souls 
of those who die in Him depart to 
be with Him “where they behold the 
face of God in light and glory, waiting 
for the full redemption of their 
bodies.” At the last day, we believe 
that the dead shall be resurrected 
and the living shall be changed: 
Christ’s elect “unto honor... and 
everlasting life,’ but the reprobates 
“unto dishonor . . . and punishment 
with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of His power.” 








God’s Acts and 
Our Response 


The Call of God may never be 
defined by our activity or consent 
in response. We must always think 
of ourselves as the passive, though 
cooperating, recipients of the Grace 
of God. And the measure of the 
Spirit’s Grace is never confined to 
the measure of our conscious aware- 
ness of Him. It is God who wills 
and the Holy Spirit who does ac- 
cording to the measure which the 
Glory of Jesus Christ requires. 


—Prof. John Murray 

















Voice From The Past 


Dr. Moses Hoge, Professor of The- 
ology at Hampden-Sydney College, 
1808-20, sets forth for us most clearly 
and simply the real essence of the 
Presbyterian view of the Gospel, com- 
monly called Calvinism: 


“That every blessing, in this and 
in a future world, must be ascribed 
originally to God, no professed Chris- 
tian can deny. That the interposition 
of the Savior and what He hath done 
to open the way for the reception of 
guilty sinners into the Divine favour 
is owing to unmerited grace, will be 
generally admitted. But that a sin- 
ner’s conversion and persuasion in a 
Christian’s life, and all practical re- 
ligion ought to be referred entirely 
to grace is a sentiment which many 
disclaim and zealously oppose. Per- 
sons of this description, who are fond 
of exalting our present powers in 
religion are often distinguished by the 
term Arminian. Whereas they who 
believe that salvation, when taken in 
its most extensive sense, in its original 
purpose, purchase and, application, 
ought to be referred entirely to grace, 
are frequently denominated Calvinists, 





7 Of The Holy Scripture ; 


II. Under the name of Holy Scrip- 
ture, or the Word of God written, are 
now contained all the books of the 
Old and New Testaments All 
which are given by inspiration of God 
to be the rule of faith and life. 


IV. The authority of the Holy 
Scripture, for which it ought to be 
believed and obeyed, dependeth not 
upon the testimony of any man or 
church, but wholly upon God the au- 
thor thereof; and therefore it is to be 
received, because it is the Word of 
God. 


VI. The whole counsel of God, con- 
cerning all things necessary for His 
own glory, man’s salvation, faith, and 
life, is either expressly set down in 
Scripture, or by good and necessary 
consequence may be deduced from 
Scripture: unto which nothing at any 
time is to be added, whether by new 
revelations of the Spirit or traditions 
of men. Nevertheless we acknowledge 
the inward illumination of the Spirit 
of God to be necessary for the saving 
understanding of such things as are 
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and their peculiar sentiments the doc- 
trines of grace.” 


Having thus distinguished between 
the Arminian and the Calvinist, Dr. 
Hoge then speaks emphatically of the 
danger of holding anything less than 
the purest Gospel, or Calvinism: 


“From this statement of the differ- 
ence between Arminian and Calvinistic 
tenets, we may see that the points in 
dispute between them are not matters 
of uninteresting speculation; but of 
real importance in the Christian life. 
If it be a fact that our salvation is 
owing entirely to the grace of God, 
upon His grace alone ought we to rely; 
and to Him all the honour of our 
salvation ought to be ascribed. Should 
we then attribute our salvation in any 
measure to ourselves, it would be rest- 
ing our eternal interests in a propor- 
tionate degree upon a false founda- 
tion, and at the same time arrogating 
to ourselves a share of the honour 
which ought to be forever sacred to 
the author and finisher of our faith.” 


(From a pamphlet on Calvinism by 
Moses Hoge). 





revealed in the Word; and that there 
are some circumstances concerning the 
worship of God, and government of 
the church, common to human actions 
and societies, which are to be ordered 
by the light of nature and Christian 
prudence, according to the general 
rules of the Word which are always 
to be observed. 


IX. The infallible rule of interpre- 
tation of Scripture is the Scripture it- 
self; and therefore, when there is a 
question about the true and full sense 
of any Scripture (which is not mani- 
fold but one), it may be searched and 
known by other places that speak more 
clearly. 


X. The Supreme Judge, by which 
all controversies of religion are to be 
determined, and all decrees of coun- 
cils, opinions of ancient writers, doc- 
trines of men, and private spirits, are 
to be examined, and in whose sen- 
tence we are to rest, can be no other 
but the Holy Spirit speaking in the 
Scripture. 

—THE CONFESSION OF FAITH. 
CHAPTER I 






THE SERMON- 


Paul’s Greatest Prayer 


JOSEPH DUNGLINSON, D.D. 


Ephesians 3:14-19—“For this cause I 
bow my knees unto the Father, 
from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named, that he 
would grant you, according to the 
riches of his glory, that ye may be 
strengthened with power through 
his Spirit in the inward man; that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith; to the end that ye, 
being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be strong to apprehend with 
all the saints what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth, and 
to know the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge, that ye may be 
filled unto all the fulness of God.” 


It is a humbling experience to try 
to tell what those words mean. How 
can a man say anything that is worthy 
of them? He takes down a score of 
books from his shelves and reads 
what some of the greatest Biblical 
scholars have written on these verses. 
But how can he ever sound the depths 
of this glorious passage, and how can 
he gather up within small compass 
all the spiritual truths which have 
flashed upon his mind? Perhaps Dr. 
Alexander Maclaren took the wiser 
course in devoting half a dozen ser- 
mons to this one amazing sentence. 
Certainly it is a great Scripture, de- 
serving to be pondered in the spirit 
of deepest devotion. 


Paul was emphatically a man of 
prayer. We find many of his prayers 
recorded in the letters which he wrote 
to the churches. But this is the great- 
est of them all. It was offered for 
the Christians in Ephesus, but not for 
them alone. Not for believers of one 
generation or of one race was this 
man praying. He was praying for 
Christians as such. And that means 
he was praying for us. 


Paul is thinking of all that God 
has done to save men, and of the 
many who have accepted the gospel 
and have been gathered into the 
church. And he says, “For this cause” 
—in view of this marvelous redemp- 
tion in which you have a part—‘“I 
bow my knees,” in earnest and fer- 
vent prayer, “unto the Father, from 
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whom every family in heaven and on 
earth is named.” In Greek the word 
for family is made from the word 
for father. Father is pater and family 
Paul is saying that every 
family owes its name of “family” and 
owes its very existence to God the 
Father of all. It is because He is the 
Father that there is any such thing 
as a family. God the eternal Father 
is the fountain of all life and unity 
and love. 

I pray “that he would grant you,” 
as a free man and sovereign gift, 
“according to the riches of his glory,” 
—not on any meagre scale, but in a 
measure and a spirit that are in har- 
mony with the wealth of His own 
perfections,—that He would grant you 
this. 

And now we come to the petitions 
which Paul offers up for us. There 
are four of them, four wonderful 
petitions. 


is patria. 


THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Let us listen to the first petition 
in the apostle’s prayer. “That ye may 
be strengthened with power through 
his Spirit in the inward man.” The 
tirst gift that Paul seeks for us is 
inward strengthening. He asks that 
more power may flow into our inner 
self, so that our highest life may be 
invigorated. This can only come about 
through the Spirit of God. To be sure 
the Holy Spirit dwells in every Chris- 
tian; but there is the need of a fuller 
manifestation of His power. There is 
not one of us to-day who does not 
long for such an inner quickening and 
enrichment. We believe that it is pos- 
sible for the Holy Spirit to abide 
within us as an inexhaustible fountain 
of spiritual energy. He can breathe 
new life into every part of the soul; 
He can fill every corner with His 
light and bring every phase of our 
inward activity under His holy in- 
fluence. 


It is not in any one aspect of our 
nature that we need strengthening, 
but in the whole of it— intellect, imagi- 
nation, affections, desires, the power 
of attention, memory, conscience, 
will. And there is no part of a Chris- 


tian’s nature that does not lie open 
to this divine Guest. There are no 
rooms in the house of his spirit into 
which the Holy Spirit, the Lord, and 
Giver of Life, cannot go. He can 
strengthen your understanding and 
guide you into all the truth; He can 
make your affections more vigorous 
to lay hold on holy things; He can 
establish your will in more loyal 
obedience to God. Through your 
whole being He can pour a great tide 
of strength. That inward strengthen- 
ing is what the apostle seeks for us 
first of all. 


CHRIST IN THE HEART 


And then we have the second pe- 
tition which he presents in our be- 
half: “That Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith.” What is the 
result of the inward strengthening by 
the Holy Spirit? The first and main 
effect is just the opening of the 
heart’s inmost door to the personal 
presence of Christ, that He may abide 
within us. If we heard this for the 
first time we should be inclined to 
say, What an unexpected and won- 
derful thought! And yet this is only 
the fulfillment of His own gracious 
promises to make His “abode” with 
us. Christ Himself—not merely His 
teaching or His influence, but His 
living personal self, in the most real 
sense of the words—comes into our 
hearts when we believe on Him as 
our Savior. 


We have all had exalted moments 
when His presence seemed to lift us 
above ourselves and bring about us a 
fairer world than this. But what the 
apostle is praying for is that this 
occasional transforming of our life by 
Christ may become constant. He asks 
that Christ may dwell in our 
hearts; not that He may be an oc- 
casional visitor, or that at some time 
of spiritual enthusiasm we may be 
conscious that He is with us; but 
that Christ may really make His home 
in our hearts, and that we may know 
that He is there always. 


It is “through faith” that Christ 
dwells within us after this fashion. We 
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must have faith in Him. Our whole 
being must be caught up in a great 
simple trust in the Savior and Lord. 
We must rely on Him more and more. 
tt is only as we are strengthened with 
power through God’s Spirit in the in- 
ward man that our faith is increased 
and we can have Christ’s presence 
manifested to us more constantly. 


What a grand hope these words 
lift up before us: that we may have 
an abiding presence of Christ in the 
heart, a presence which fills the whole 
life with a splendor that is not 
quenched by clouds and darkness! 
What a blessed experience it will be, 
what a foretaste of heaven, to have 
Christ dwelling in our hearts, the joy 
of life, the hope of glory! 


THE LOVE WHICH 
PASSETH KNOWLEDGE 


And so we come to the next pe- 
tition in this great prayer: “To the 
end that ye, being rooted and ground- 
ed in love, may be strong to appre- 
hend with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ 
which passeth knowledge.” If Christ 
dwells in our hearts, the natural con- 
sequence will be that we are con- 
firmed in love and can better under- 
stand His love for us. 


The apostle would have us “rooted 
and grounded in love.” His desire is 
that we shall be deeply and securely 
settled in the Christian grace of love. 
He prays that love may be so in- 
creased in our hearts that it becomes 
the law of our whole nature, the 
spring of thought and action. 


But it is not upon this that Paul 
dwells here. His heart turns eagerly 
to a still more exalted possibility 
which will then be opened to us. Let 
us have more love in our hearts, and 
we can rise to a fuller understanding 
of the most wonderful and most 
glorious thing in earth or heaven: the 
love of Christ for us. “To the end 
that ye, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be strong to know the 
love of Christ.” If we were without 
love, if we ourselves had never felt 
what it is to have love for one an- 
other, how could we have any con- 
ception of the love which Christ has 
toward us? As it is, the natural af- 
fection that binds us together,—the 
love of a mother for her child, the 
love between bosom friends,—gives 
us some insight into Christ’s love. 
And the more we abound in Christian 
love and feel its longing, its impulses, 





its agonies, its triumphs, the more 
we are able to realize the greatness 
and glory of Christ’s surpassing love 
to men. For the kind of knowledge 
of the love of Christ of which Paul 
is thinking, a great love is necessary. 


And what does the apostle mean by 
adding the words “with all the saints’’? 
Does he mean that it is in the Chris- 
tian fellowship that we learn this 
great lesson, each of us being helped 
by the experience and insight of all 
the brethren? Or does he mean that 
this knowledge is for all Christians 
alike? Certainly he would have every 
one of us grasp and understand what 
is the breadth and length and height 
and depth of the love of Christ. 


How great it is, no words can tell. 
Wherever Paul speaks of the love of 
Christ his heart burns within him. He 
speaks of it here in the ordinary di- 
mensions of space—not because it can 
be measured, but because there is no 
way in which to estimate and describe 
how great it is. We simply have no 
adequate standard or symbol by which 





In these two things the greatness 
of man consists, to have God so dwell- 
ing in us as to impart his character 
to us, and to have him so dwelling 
in us that we recognize his presence, 
and know that we are his and he is 
ours. — The one is salvation; the 
other the assurance of it. — F. W. 
Robertson THE NEW DICTIONARY 
OF THOUGHTS. 





to indicate the greatness of Christ’s 
love. 


Paul prays that we may “know the 
love of Christ which passeth knowl- 
edge.”” We can attain to a real knowl- 
edge of it, but not to a complete and 
exhaustive knowledge. It is divine 
love. How can we know it fully? It 
is a love that bore the shame and suf- 
fering of the cross for our sake. 
How can we know it altogether? It 
is a love which has brought to us the 
gift of eternal life and blessedness. 
How can we know it through and 
through? We do know the love of 
Christ, with a knowledge that is in- 
expressibly real and valid and sure. 
But the greatness of His love, the 
power of His love, the patience of 
His love, the gifts of His love, the 
boundless wealth and tenderness and 
glory of His love, who can ever know? 
For almost thirty years Paul had 
been living in the presence of Christ’s 
love, with his heart full of it and all 
the powers of his mind bent on the 
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contemplation of it. But he could 
not comprehend it yet! He found 
nothing more wonderful and past trac- 
ing out than the love of Christ. Paul 
could not pray that we might come 
to “know the love of Christ”—and 
stop with that. He had to make a 
beautiful correction of this wish for 
us. That ye may “know the love of 
Christ—which passeth knowledge.” 


THE FULNESS OF GOD 


And so we reach the last of the 
petitions: “That ye may be filled unto 
all the fulness of God.” One hesi- 
tates to make any comment on this 
sublime climax of the apostle’s prayer. 
To be “filled unto all the fulness of 
God”—what that is, who can tell? 
Perhaps it would be best to leave the 
phrase in its vague sublimity without 
any attempt to explain it. But if we 
are to speak of this at all, “the ful- 
ness of God” is that with which God 
is filled, His spiritual perfection. 
And Paul prays that we may abound 
more and more in all Christian graces; 
and may know no limit, no end of 
that process, except the love and holi- 
ness of God Himself. This is an amaz- 
ing thing to make request for; but 
the request is made of Him “that is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think.” 


We have tried to get some idea of 
the sweep of the prayer which Paul 
offered for us. It begins with in- 
ward strengthening by the Spirit of 
God, and goes on to the abiding pres- 
ence of Christ in our hearts, and then 
to the gaining of a richer knowledge 
of Christ’s love, and it comes to rest 
in our ultimate likeness to the 
Father. Let us read this prayer again 
and again, especially when our spirits 
are heavy and things look dark. For 
that which is Paul’s prayer is God’s 
purpose. Never was Paul more in- 
spired than when he wrote these glow- 
ing words. As we meditate on each 
petition in turn we are in the very 
line of the will of God toward us. 
Indeed it is not too much to say that 
Paul’s prayers for us are God’s prom- 
ises to us and that we are justified 
in taking these rapturous petitions as 
the voicing of God’s desire and pur- 
pose for each of us: the end He had 
in view in the gift of His son, and the 
certain outcome of His Spirit’s gra- 


cious work in our hearts. 
x * « 


Dr. Dunglinson, an Honorably Re- 
tired minister of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., is now living in Black 
Mountain, N. C. 








Seeing They Do Not See 


Some extremely suggestive quota- 
tions have recently appeared in the 
Journal. There was the statement of 
Dr. Cyrus Gordon, for instance, on 
the cover of the Dec. 30 issue, and 
the remark of Dr. Morris Cohen, on 
p. 5 of the Jan. 6th Journal: “Doubtless 
people may change their religious be- 
liefs, and they are within their rights 
to form churches of their own. But 
they cannot, without loss of intel- 
lectual integrity, abandon the historic 
doctrines of their church and at the 
same time claim that their beliefs do 
not differ from those of the traditional 
founders . . . An orthodox Christian 
might well pray for deliverance from 
(such) friends’. 


it is hard indeed to feel charitable 
towards those who knowingly and de- 
liberately preach and teach “another 
gospel” when they know it to be a 
departure from the traditional view 
of the Church. We remember a col- 
lege teacher of Bible who reported 
to a gathering of colleagues with high 
glee and huge delight that a young 
co-ed in his freshman class had burst 
into hysterical crying after he had 
taunted her before the class about her 
stubborn faith in a historical Jonah. 
And we think that Satan has a special 
corner of Hell reserved for such who 
offend the Lord’s “little ones” as well 
as for those who in any institution of 
learning — college, seminary or train- 
ing school — take a trusting, earnest 
faith and turn it into a cold, profes- 
sional, critical religiosity. We recall 
a young man who was burning with a 
desire to serve the Lord on the mission 
field — until he got through his the- 
ological preparation. Then, with all 
thoughts of sacrificial service gone in 
the dead fires of a cold faith, he took 
the biggest “First Church” he could 
find and has been pushing himself for- 
ward ever since. 


And yet, on second thought, the 
problem is not as simple as Dr. Cohen 
suggests. No one will consciously give 
himself to something he firmly con- 
siders “foolishness.” And when he 
sees another devoted to “foolishness” 
it is perfectly natural to want to in- 
struct him more perfectly, or to dis- 
abuse him of his notions. 


This is essentially the problem of 
theological liberalism — or radicalism 
— in the Church. These people 
simply do not understand a Spirit- 
filled Christian. Saving faith is to 


them foolishness. They are much like 
the Apostle Paul persecuting the 
Christians. He did it “ignorantly, in 
unbelief.” He had to be transformed 
himself to understand those he perse- 
cuted. 


What to do with those who “seeing 
do not see?” Pray for them. Mean- 
while, stay away from them. 





Protestantism: 
A New Romanism 


A lead editorial recently appeared 
in the liberal religious press hailing 
the “thaw” newly evident in the “cold 
war” between Protestants and Roman 
Catholics. The editor saw in the in- 
creasing signs of Rome’s friendliness 
toward Protestants evidence that the 
Roman Church is moving towards a 
possible Reformation. 


We would suggest that the editor’s 
bifocals need adjusting. He is hav- 
ing trouble telling just who is moving 
and which way he is going. When 
Protestant spokesmen look out of the 


Billy Graham In Africa 


As you read these words, Billy Gra- 
ham will have begun his most ambi- 
tious and, in some ways, most difficult 
campaign. Tom McMahan, of the Co- 
lumbia, S. C. THE STATE puts it this 
way as he accompanied the Evan- 
gelist aboard an airliner in New York: 


“In restless Africa the tide of in- 
dependence and self-rule was running 
strong in most of the nine countries 
where big mass meetings were sched- 
uled during January, February and 
March, along with conferences with 
national leaders, missionaries and stu- 
dent groups. 


“Everywhere Billy’s stabbing finger 
and ringing voice would point to Christ 
as the One Who alone makes men 
truly free. Wherever men would 
listen he cried aloud that only ‘a na- 
tion under God’ can have ‘government 
of the people, by the people and for 
the people.’ 


“The message was relevant in Ni- 
geria which stands on the threshhold 


EDITORIAL 


window and notice that Rome is closer 
than formerly, it is not necessarily 
because Rome has moved. Rome sel- 
dom moves. But some parts of Protest- 
antism never stand still. They hardly 
pause at one point until they are off 
in an enthusiastic leap for another. 
In the midst of leaping they may be 
pardoned for sometimes wondering if 
the landscape isn’t leaping too. 


All of the evidence points to a new 
Romanism in Protestantism, not a new 


Evangelicalism in Romanism. Rome 
recognizes it whether the leaping 
Protestant does or not. All of the 


emphasis we see on high liturgical 
forms in worship; the substitution of 
sacramentalism for preaching and ed- 
ucation; the increasing interest in the 
“priestly” function of the ministry; 
and, above all, the new authority giv- 
en to the Church whereby the decisions 
of the Church are increasingly viewed 
as the voice of God — all these point 
to the fact that Rome and some 
Protestants are coming closer together. 
But if they eventually meet, you can 
count on one thing: Rome will not 
have budged. 


of political freedom. It would strike 
home with force in Ghana where some 
observers sense an uncertainty about 
the direction being taken by leaders 
who only yesterday tasted the heady 
draught of power. In the color-con- 
scious Rhodesias a decision was shap- 
ing up that some feared as the har- 
binger of racial war while others saw 
the portent of a great peaceful amal- 
gam leading to tremendous prosper- 
ity.” 


Those who have been close to Dr. 
Graham have noticed that more than 
ever before he coveted and solicited 
the prayers of the Christian world for 
this campaign. We join tens of thou- 
sands of others in earnest petition to 
God for His blessing upon His wit- 
ness. 





One God in Four Persons 


If there is any doubt in anyone’s 
mind that the Roman Catholic Church 
advocates a Quadrality instead of a 
Trinity, it should be dispelled by the 
action of the Mariological Society, re- 
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ported on p. 4 of this number of the 
Journal. 


Not only declaring that Mary, the 
“Blessed Virgin” is “Co-Redemptrix” 
with Christ, it goes so far as to sug- 
gest an interest in her possible pre- 
existence, by naming, as the theme of 
the next meeting of the Society, “Our 
Lady in the Old Testament’’! 





Increasing Secularism 
On Campus 


The actions of authorities at Prince- 
ton and Wesleyan (see story, p. 4) 
whereby chapel attendance will no 
longer be required of students sug- 
gests to us increasing evidence of 
secularism on college campuses today. 


We don’t entirely mean a _ sec- 
ularism on the part of students, al- 
though the disinterest of students is 
frequently given as the reason why 
the religious atmosphere has grown 
more cold on university campuses. Stu- 
dents are quick to sense the hollow 
sham of an empty faith and too much 
offered them is not spiritually nourish- 
ing. The increasing secularism which 
characterizes academic religious em- 
phases is most often evident in the 
campus religious leaders, not the stu- 
dent body. We have had occasion to 
observe that where a vital, dynamic, 
evangelical program is offered stu- 
dents, there is no lack of enthusiastic 
response. 





Beheading The Body 
Of Christ 


Louis H. Evans tells of a man writ- 
ing him while he was a pastor and 
asking for his church letter. The man 
stated that he was quitting as a church 
member but was not quitting as a 
Christian. He didn’t feel any need 
of the church and so he was just go- 
ing to belong to Christ. 


Dr. Evans replied that he himself 
was not going to participate in such 
a bloody act — that of cutting Christ 
the head from the church which is His 
Body. 


Know anyone who wants to belong 
to the Head but not the Body? 


In order for a person to find whole- 
ness he must be committed to a great 
cause, and a great person. These 
are found in Christianity but one can- 
not truly leave one for the other — 
the two go together. 

—The Cumberland Presbyterian 





A Layman And His Church 


THE SECOND STEP 


On a number of occasions we have 
expressed concern over the implica- 
tions of political and social ties with 
Russia. In our judgment there has 
been for a number of years a slow 
but sure trend to compromise with 
Communism, a gigantic evil which 
while it may have within itself the 
seeds of its own destruction, takes a 
dreadful toll of all who in any way 
become involved in its toils. 


Unwittingly we are now in grave 
danger of the second step in com- 
promise. The recent headlines in a 
daily paper were these—‘“ ‘Coexistence’ 
Isn’t Enough in Today’s World — 
President Calls for Partnership’’. 


First of all, the President is not 
responsible for newspaper headlines. 
Furthermore the text of the message 
indicated that the “partnership” en- 
visioned was a rather nebulous peace- 
ful association of all nations for the 
good of all. 


But the fact remains that any step 
towards compromise with Russia or 
other Communist states is a step in 


the wrong direction. Americans seem 


loath to accept the statements of Com- 
munism itself — that the goal of 
world Communism is world domina- 
tion and enslavement and any change 
in immediate emphasis or tactics is 
one of strategy, not of basic plans. 


The words of the first verse of 
Psalm one are pregnant with warning. 
The three steps of “walking’’, “stand- 
ing” and “sitting” are fatal steps 
where unrighteousness is concerned. 


Alexander Pope had much the same 
idea when he wrote: 


“Vice is a monster of so frightful 
mein, 

As to be hated needs but to be seen; 

Yet seen too oft, familiar with her 
face, 

We first endure, then pity, then em- 


brace.” 


Should we in America let our desire 
for peace lead us to confuse beguiling 
strategy for an honest change of heart 
we will be but laying the foundation 
for our own destruction. 

—L. N. B. 


> 


DOCTRINE IS REALITY 


Christian doctrine is not a system 
of theories with reference to truth— 
it is reality. 


This is not to say that all doctrine 
does not center in the Person and 
Work of Christ, for it does. But just 
as there are certain facts having to 
do with the Person of our Lord, and 
also certain facts about the Work 
which He did, so doctrines pertaining 
to those things are in themselves re- 
ality. 


That there are subsidiary elements 
within the structure of Christian truth 
must also be recognized. For instance, 
there are matters having to do with 
the mode of baptism, the events ac- 
companying the return of the Lord, 


and other things which have no effect 
one way or the other on man’s re- 
demption on which men of equal piety 
and scholarship differ. 


On the other hand we immediately 
find ourselves on dangerous ground 
when we depart from those revealed 
truths which have to do with Christ 
Himself. 


For that reason every Christian 
should earnestly endeavor to know 
those things which have to do with 
personal salvation and the life which 
proceeds from saving faith. Chris- 
tian doctrine is not a matter for the- 
ologians alone — it is the concern of 
every individual believer. 

—L. N. B. 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 14, 1960 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Meeting Organized Opposition 


Bible Material: Acts 18:22-20:12 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 35:19-28 


I believe in a personal and powerful devil. The 
Bible is certainly plain and.clear on this subject. But 
even if we had no Bible we would be forced to be- 
lieve in some “master-mind” back of all the organized 
evil we find in the world about us. Many primitive 
people are “devil-worshipers” and there is a prevail- 
ing fear of evil spirits in the minds of a great many 
people not so primitive. When there is a “ring” of 
crime the detective or officer of the law tries to get 
back of all the smaller criminals to the one who 
planned it all. So back of the organized opposition 
to the Gospel there is the person we call Satan, the 
devil, the adversary, that old serpent. 


The “trail of the serpent” in the Bible and in all 
history is a crooked, slimy, bloody trail. From the 
third chapter of Genesis to the last of Revelation we 
see this terrible path. Peter tells us that our adversary, 
as a roaring lion walketh about seeking whom he may 
devour. He came to the Garden of Eden to tempt 
Eve and Adam. He came into the heart of Cain and 
he became the first murderer. His influence and 
power was so awful that all mankind became corrupt 
and God sent the flood. Satan, however, was not 
drowned in the flood, but continued his work among 
the people who replenished the earth. He is back 
of all the wars and bloodshed, all the unbelief and 
false teaching, all the immorality and uncleanness, all 
the sorrow and tears of this world. We see him tempt- 
ing men like David, troubling and torturing men like 
Job, persecuting true prophets, raising up false proph- 
ets and putting a lying spirit into their mouths. 


He was especially active during the life and min- 
istry of Christ. The dragon tried to devour the young 
child as soon as he was born, using Herod as his agent. 
He fought in person the great battle in the wilder- 
ness, tempting our Savior. He was in the hearts of the 
leaders of the Jews so that Jesus said to them, “Ye 
are of your father the devil.” 


It is not surprising that he did everything in his 
power to oppose and obstruct the early workers in the 
church and to try to hinder and stop the preaching 
of the Gospel. He does not want the world to hear 
and believe the Good News. He knows that Christ 
- came to destroy the works of the devil. We are al- 
ways fighting a battle. Paul sums it up in these words: 
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might. Put on the whole armour 
of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 
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the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spirit- 
ual wickedness in high places” (Eph. 6:10-12). We 
have to take the whole armor of God and fight the 
good fight of faith, We do not fight with carnal 
weapons but with the Sword of the Spirit which is 
the Word of God. 


In the 35th Psalm, our Devotional Reading, we 
have one of David’s prayers concerning his “enemies”. 
David was a soldier and he had many earthly enemies. 
In verse 19 he prays, “Let not them that are mine 
enemies wrongfully rejoice over me”, and in other 
places he prays for the destruction and overthrow of 
his enemies. He implores God to fight on his side. 
God loves the world, so loved it that He gave His only 
begotten Son to save it, but God is also angry with the 
wicked every day. Jesus tells us — and Paul also — 
to love our enemies and pray for them who despite- 
fully use us and persecute us. But we are also told 
to hate evil: “Ye that love the Lord, hate evil.” 


How can we love and hate at the same time? The 
explanation is very simple, but some have been con- 
fused. We are to love all men with the love of com- 
passion, but we cannot love all men with the love of 
approbation. I can and should love the drunkard 
and even the bar-tender with the love of compassion: 
I cannot love with the love of approval, or fellowship 
with them in what they do. I can love the Russian 
people, and even their leaders, with the love of com- 
passion. I can pray for these people that they may 
repent and be saved, but I cannot pray for the success 
of their atheistic plans and purposes. I can pray for 
the men who sell and the men who drink intoxicating 
liquor, but I cannot pray for the success of their busi- 
ness. I can only pray that it and all other evil busi- 
nesses may be overthrown. If we make this simple 
distinction we can see more clearly our duty. Jesus 
prayed for His enemies, but He could not sanction 
what they were doing or commend them for it. 


Paul and his fellow missionaries met opposition 
wherever they went. We are to study some of the 
forms that it took in relation to Paul’s long stay of 
two years in Ephesus where he established one of his 
strongest churches. He wrote the Epistle to the Ephes- 
ians to the church. I would like to take as a sort of 
“text” verse 20 of chapter 19: “So mightily grew the 
Word of God and prevailed:” The Word prevailed 
over Bad (Evil) Spirits; over Bad Books; over Bad 
Business and over Bad (false) Religions. 


Before we see how the Word prevailing over opposi- 
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tion, let us notice how it worked and prevailed in the 
hearts and lives of some who loved it. Paul was one 
of these and he was given great power as he preached 
the Word and great boldness. He was also given the 
power to work miracles: “And this continued by the 
space of two years; so that all they which dwelt in 
Asia heard the Word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews 
and Greeks. And God wrought special miracles by 
the hands of Paul: so that from his body were brought 
unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases 
departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of 
inem.” 


Another man named Apollos became mighty in the 
Scriptures. He was a learned and eloquent man. He 
preached fervently as much as he knew of the Good 
News, knowing only the baptism of John. But we 
are told that Aquilla and Priscilla took him and ex- 
pounded unto him the Word of God more carefully 
and he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publicly, 
showing by the Scriptures that Jesus was Christ. 


There were many others who believed and received 
the gift of the Holy Spirit when Paul laid his hands 
upon them. Paul did a great work during his two 
years’ stay at Ephesus. Let us now turn to the or- 


ganized opposition and see how the Word of God 
prevailed. 


I. Against Evil Spirits: 19:12-17 

Paul was given power to cast out evil spirits. There 
were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew and chief of the 
priests, who tried to imitate the apostle in this. “But 
the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and 
Paul I know, but who are ye? And the man in whom 
the evil spirit was leaped on them and overcame 
them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled 
out of that house naked and wounded.” We cannot 
fool evil spirits. They know the real thing when they 
see it. Let me say that I firmly believe that the only 
cure for the evil spirits of today — whether it be 
those under direct control of Satan, or those natural 
evils in men — is the simple but powerful Gospel. 
Neither Satan nor evil men will surrender to “another 
gospel” which is not another, but an imitation or a 
fraud. The Gospel which Paul preached, the Gospel 
of the Son of God Who died for our sins and rose 
again and is coming again, is still the power of God 
unto salvation. It prevailed over the evil spirits at 
Ephesus: it will prevail over the evil spirits in our day. 
The Word of God is the Sword of the Spirit and it 
will conquer if we know how to use it. 


II. Against Bad Books: 19:18-20 


“Many of them also which used curious arts brought 
their books together and burned them before all men: 
and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty 
thousand pieces of silver. So mightily grew the Word 
of God and prevailed.” That was a great bonfire! 
Would that we could gather together all the bad books 
in the world and have another bonfire. It would be 
far greater than the one at Ephesus. It would be utter- 
ly impossible to overestimate the harm done by bad 
books, or the good done by good ones. People are 
great readers and in these days there is so much to 
read. Lots of time is wasted in reading worthless pa- 
pers and books. When we begin to think of all the 
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evil books, our minds are staggered. Even as sacred 
a thing as Christmas and the Birth of our Savior does 
not escape the contaminating touch of men with 
reprobate hearts. I was amazed to read an article 
lately telling of the desecrating of Christmas cards. 


The Word of God prevailed over bad books at 
Ephesus. The best antidote for poisonous books 
is the Bible. The best way to get trash out of a pond 
of water is to fill it to overflowing with clear water 
from a stream. “This Book” will keep our hearts pure 
if we fill our hearts with its truths. One of the best 
pieces of work being done today is that of the “Bible 
Societies” in publishing the Word of God in all the 
languages of the world. 


III. Over Bad Business: 19:23-33 


When a certain silversmith named Demetrius who 
made silver shrines to the goddess Diana saw that the 
preaching of the Word was damaging his business he 
raised a disturbance which caused an uproar of a 
serious nature. 


Bad business is always injured by the Word of God. 
Slavery was the common thing in Paul’s day, but when 
nations became Christian the influence of the Word 
finally did away with it. The making of shrines for 
Diana was a bad business and when Paul preached 
about the One True God that business was bound to 
feel the effect, even if Paul said nothing about Diana. 
So, today, we may expect opposition from bad business 
such as the whiskey and beer manufacturers. While 
they do not dare to show it very openly, they hate the 
Word of God which condemns their business. Then 
there is gambling and many other evil occupations. 
Even where the business is a good one the Word of 
God will rebuke any dishonesty, greed and selfishness 
which may creep in. The best way to stop Bad Busi- 
ness of every sort is to get people to read and follow 
the teachings of the Bible. 


IV. Over False Religions: 19:34 (also verses 18, 19) 


“Great is Diana of the Ephesians” cried the people 
of Ephesus when Alexander tried to speak to them. 
The town clerk finally quieted them. But as great as 
they thought Diana to be, the Word of God prevailed 
and many, as we have seen, brought their books and 
burned them. 


Some people are so foolish as to suggest the forma- 
tion of a “composite religion”, selecting the best in all 
religions. How foolish can we get! Christianity does 
not combine, but overthrows. Truth conquers! These 
false religions must be met with the truth and the 
Word of God will prevail over them. 


You do not have to defend the Bible, said Dr. 
Joseph Parker, turn it loose, and it will defend itself. 


It will conquer evil spirits, bad books, bad business 
and bad religions! : 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 14, 1960 


Whom Shall I Serve? 


Scripture: Joshua 24:1-24 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Who Is on the Lord’s Side?” 
“Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Have you ever thought of yourself as living in order 
to serve? It may be that the thought of being a servant 
is unattractive to you. You don’t like to think of 
yourself as a servant, but it is a fact that all of us 
live in the service of some person, some institution or 
some desire. There are people who live in the service 
of their families: they live to serve their children, their 
husbands or their wives. Sometimes a man will almost 
literally dedicate himself to his job, his business, his 
profession or his occupation. He has become a servant 
of his work, living almost entirely for it. Perhaps the 
One for whom most people live is that One called 
self. Multitudes live a life completely dedicated to 
self-service. Yet it often happens that those whose 
aim in life is to satisfy themselves are the most dissatis- 
fied of all. 


It doesn’t take much thought to see that it is better 
to serve in some ways than in others. Even apart from 
spiritual considerations life is more satisfying as well 
as more useful in some pursuits than in others. Oc- 
cupations which contribute to the welfare of others 
are more satisfying than occupations which serve only 
myself. It is much better to serve humanity as a doc- 
tor than to prey on humanity as a bootlegger or serve 
my own passions and lusts as a professional gambler. 


Whatever my occupation, however, there is One 
whose service will make any occupation or pursuit 
worthwhile. I mean, of course, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Whatever we are doing in life, it is possible to serve 
Him doing it. Our program today is about serving 
God through Jesus Christ. 


First Speaker: 


Very few young people would question the state- 
ment that God is worthy of our service, but it may 
help us to accept that thought and take it to heart 
if we analyze the reason why we speak of God as the 
One to whom we owe our supreme service. In the 


first place, God deserves obedience, homage and service 
because He is the very source of all goodness and every 
worthy human quality finds its perfection only in Him. 
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Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


But we should serve God not only because He is 
Goodness itself, but because of what He does. He is 
Creator, we are creatures. We owe our very existence 
to Him. All that we are and have — all that we can 
touch and think about — comes from God. All peo- 
ple are responsible to God as their Creator. Chris- 
tians have still another reason for serving God. He is 
their Savior. When God had first created man he 
enjoyed the blessedness of a very close relation to him. 
Because of his sin he lost the blessing of that close- 
ness, but God did not desert him. God made pro- 
vision for man’s salvation by a Redeemer. Then God 
Himself became the Redeemer in the Person of Christ, 
who suffered death for sinners that those who believe 
might be restored to full fellowship with Him forever. 
In the last place, we should serve God because He is 
our Sustainer. He has not merely created us and saved 
us, as wonderful as that is, but He also stays with us 
in the Person of His Spirit to strengthen us, comfort us, 
and to supply our needs. 
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Second Speaker: 


The reasons for serving God are clear and compelling. 
Now the question comes: How do we serve Him? 
We serve human beings by helping to supply their 
needs, but God does not have any needs to be supplied 
like His creatures. What can we do for God in order 
to serve Him? 


We serve God best by putting Him always in first 
place in our lives. The First Commandment says, 
Thou shalt have no other gods before me. God is 
the supreme Person in the universe, and His will and 
His way come first. This means that we should set 
aside enough time in our lives for adequate prayer and 
praise. When you are in the presence of a person 
you respect, you are anxious to hear his words, and 
you pay close attention to them. God has spoken to us 
in the Bible. The Bible is His Word to us. We 
serve Him by carefully reading and heeding the Bible. 


It is through the Bible that God makes us to know 
His will for our lives and our salvation. As we come 
to know His will, we are bound to obey it. A faith- 
ful servant is always obedient. If we are the servants 
of God, we will seek to obey His revealed will. 


The Bible refers to the Church as “the body of 
Christ”. ‘The members of the Church are the working 
members of the body of Christ, just as our hands are 
working members of our own bodies. We serve God 
by working faithfully in His Church. He uses the 
Church. He uses the Church to spread His Gospel, 
to teach His truth, and to glorify His Name. We can 
serve Him by having a share in that work. 


Jesus said, “Inasmuch as ye have done 1t unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.” Sometimes people seem to think that in order 
to serve the Lord, they must draw apart from other 
people and live a life of solitary devotion. This was 
not the way Christ served, and it is not the way for us 
to serve. “For even the Son of Man came not to be 
ministered unto (to be served), but to minister (to 
serve), and to give His life a ransom for many.” We 
serve God by helping other people in His Name. 


Third Speaker: 


Now we come to a very wonderful truth: when we 
are serving God, we are doing the best possible thing 
for ourselves. Jesus said, “Whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for 
my sake shall find it.“ When we give our lives to 
God, they are safe for time and eternity. He is the 
only One who can save and keep us. Paul wrote, “I 
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day”. Much of the work people do is 
very temporary in nature, but the work we do for the 
Lord endures forever. (Read Matthew 7:24, 25.) 


Finally, the highest happiness that is to be found in 
this life comes to those who give their lives in whole- 
hearted service to God. Can we say with Joshua, “As 
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”? 

(For your closing prayer it will be fitting to sing 
one stanza of “Just As I Am”). 

Programs to Come: Feb. 21 “The Church and Al- 
cohol”; Feb. 28 “Communism and Christianity”; March 
6 and 13, two programs on Africa. 





THE CHURCH AT HOME 































IRRELIGIOUS BURGLARS 


GOLDSBORO, N. C. (PN) — First 
Presbyterian Church here was bur- 
glarized recently, apparently by profes- 
sionals, and more than $600 was tak- 
en in cash and checks from the office 
safe, 


Church officials said that the loot 
included some $82 in cash and the 
rest in checks. 





JOINT COMMUNION SERVICE 


NEW ORLEANS, La. —(PN) — 
The first Sunday of the new year was 
the occasion of the 95th Union Com- 
munion Service for Presbyterians of 
New Orleans. 


Ministers and elders of Presbyterian 
churches throughout the city took part 
in the annual combined observance of 
the Lord’s Supper. The host church 
was First Presbyterian Church. The 
pastor of Parkway Presbyterian 


Church, the Rev. Paul H. Richards, 
delivered the sermon. 





MINISTER HEADS COUNCIL 


COLUMBIA, S. C. —(PN) — Dr. 
Neil E. Truesdell pastor of Queen’s 
Memorial and Aveleigh Presbyterian 
Church in Newberry, S. C., is the 
first Presbyterian ever to head the 
Christian Action Council of South 
Carolina. 


Dr. Truesdell has been elected presi- 
dent of the state-wide, interchurch 
agency for 1960, to succeed Dr. R. 
Wright Spears, a Methodist leader. 
The council is the state’s only or- 
ganization that serves all evangelical 
denominations. 





PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 


CLINTON, S. C. — With the an- 
nouncement of three new scholarship 
funds established at Presbyterian Col- 
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lege, President Marshall W. Brown to- 
day re-emphasized the opportunities 
available to assist qualified young stu- 
dents with their education. 


Alumni figure in the three gifts 
currently announced: 


Dr. Plumer Jacobs Manson ’18, 
Miami orthopedic surgeon, has trans- 
ferred to PC $1,000 in bonds for the 
establishment of a fund. 


T. A. Leonard, Jr., of Leonard Bros. 
Transfer and Storage Company of Mi- 
ami — through his friendship for 
Alumnus Joe Eaton ’47, Dade County 
circuit judge—sent a $1,500 gift to 
establish the “Joe Eaton - Leonard 
Brothers Scholarship Fund.” 


And Joseph L. Barnett ’19, of Gas- 
tonia, N. C. recently inaugurated his 
scholarship fund with a $500 contribu- 
tion from the Clyde Foundation. 


Figures supplied by Business Man- 
ager G. Edward Campbell show that 
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Presbyterian College is granting schol- 
arships to 216 students enrolled for 
the 1959-60 session. 





CHURCH SHOWS PROGRESS 


HAVELOCK, N. C.—Trinity church, 
serving the airmen and families at the 
Cherry Point Marine Air Base, has 
shown substantial progress during the 
past year. Under the leadership of 
the Rev. Joe Wagner, pastor, and Mrs. 
K. W. Taylor, Church Extension Work- 
er placed at Cherry Point by Wilming- 
ton Presbytery, 98 members were re- 
ceived during 1959, 31 of which were 
by Profession of Faith, for a total 
membership now of 178. Here is 
another example of a strategic invest- 
aent well made. 





TEAM TEACHING 


MAXTON, N. C. — A program of 
Modified Team Teaching has been car- 
ried out at Presbyterian Junior Col- 
lege during the past semester and will 
be continued in 1960. One of the 
educational advances to be utilized in 
the Consolidated College when it opens 
in Laurinburg, Team Teaching acts 
upon the thought that some subjects 
require a variety of specialized ex- 
perts. Classes meet in the college 
auditorium to hear faculty members 
representing various departments pre- 
sent their views and the facts from 
their particular area which pertain to 
the topic being considered. After an 
informal discussion among the faculty 
members following their individual 
presentations, the students are en- 
couraged to ask questions of the group 
as a whole or of individual faculty 
members. 


The Team Teaching system will be 
used exclusively in the Christianity 
and Culture course at the new Consoli- 
dated College. 





FOUNDATION ELECTS 
HOWERTON 


Philip F. Howerton, past Moderator 
of the Assembly, was elected president 
of the board of Trustees of the Pres- 
byterian Foundation, Inc. at the an- 
nual meeting of the foundation, 
Jan. 18. He succeeds Dr. F. L. Jackson 
Davidson, N. C. 


Other officers are John S. Cansler 
of Charlotte, vice president; Dr. Cecil 
Lawrence, Ex. Sec. of Mecklenburg 
Presbytery, secretary; and A. Walton 
Litz, the foundation’s associate direc- 
tor, treasurer. 





REVIVAL TIMES IN 
by Fred W. Hoffman. 
Company, Natick, Mass. 189 pp. $2.50. 

This remarkable and very readable 
little book is packed with spiritual 


AMERICA, 
W. A. Wilde 


food and blessings. It recounts the 
never old story of the great revivals 
of history, especially those which have 
taken place upon the American conti- 
nent. 


Dr. Hoffman, a retired minister of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., begins 
the book by showing how rich is Amer- 
ica’s spiritual heritage. Practically 
all of the earliest settlers were men 
of deep religious conviction. He 
enumerates the varied strains of evan- 
gelical Christianity which were brought 
to the “melting pot” which is America. 

Then comes a chapter on each of 
the great revivals. With historical and 
spiritual perception he denotes the 
distinguishing characteristics of each. 

Last but not least the author treats 
of “The Mid-Century Awakening” 
which is still going on under the Spirit- 
guided leadership of Billy Graham and 
others. He says, “Many of the great 
metropolitan centers have been mighti- 
ly moved by the Spirit of God, and 
multiplied thousands have found Christ 
and entered into newness of life.” 
The challenge of the day comes, how- 
ever, when he says, “but at the grass 
roots, in hundreds of towns and vil- 
lages across America there is no aware- 
ness of the awakening.” 


Will we see revival on a nation- 
wide scale today, such as will turn 
back the rising tide of lawlessness and 
iniquity, and bring us back into paths 
of godliness? Dr. Hoffman believes 
that if Christians will pay the full 
price, revival will come. If there is 
any fault it is that he is tempted to 
ascribe to man too much credit when 
revival comes. 


—Rev. John H. Knight 
Smyrna, Georgia 





I HAVE CALLED YOU FRIENDS, 
by Francis A. Anscombe. Christopher 
Publishing House, Boston. 380 pp. 
$5.00. 


This history of the Quaker move- 
ment brings to light an important 
aspect of the cultural and religious 
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history of North Carolina which has 
not received the attention it deserves. 
To a far greater extent than is gen- 
erally realized colonial North Carolina 
was the home of many dissenting re- 
ligious groups who were not wanted 
in Europe and who were equally un- 
wanted in some of the other colonies. 
Dr. Anscombe in this work brings to 
our attention the long and honorable 
history of the Quakers who were a 
pioneer group in the settlement and 
early development of North Carolina. 
Tracing the origins of the Quaker 
movement from its early days in Eng- 
land and the visit of its founder, 
George Fox, to the Carolina Colony, 
this venerable professor of history 
emeritus of Salem College deals with 
its history through depression and 
prosperity, war and peace, religious 
revival and decline, finally focusing 
our attention on the role of the 
Quakers in the religious and cultural 
life of North Carolina at the present 
time. 


For those who are deeply interested 
in Quakerism in particular and the 
religious history of the state, there is 
much of great value in this book 
and one of its chief values is its 
excellent bibliography. 


—C. Gregg Singer, Ph.D. 
Salisbury, N. C. 





MY HEART AN ALTAR, by Mar- 
garet Hoyt and Eleanor Hoyt Dabney, 
John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 189 
pp. $3.50. 


As stated by the two authors, in 
their Preface, “This is a book of di- 
rections for building altars made of 
human hearts.” They hope their 
“readers will find therein inspiration 
for their own hearts’ altars; families, 
for their altars for worship together 
in their homes; groups with their lead- 
ers will find ideas and new challenges 
as they seek to lead others into richer 
fellowship with God.” 


This reviewer believes these prayer- 
ful hopes will be realized by many 
who read this guide book; for here is 
resource material for forty times 
and occasions for worship services, 
which are grouped under eight major 
themes, with four to eight subdivi- 
sions under each one. 


These service plans offer well chosen 
poems, and brief stories specially in- 
teresting to young people. All of 
them are built on the matchless words 
of Holy Scripture, and list, by their 























titles, suitable hymns for the specific 
themes. Some of these are our old 
best-loved ones, and some now so little 
used that they will bring new thoughts 
for worship with their beautiful 
music. 


Both authors write from rich ex- 
perience in leading young people in 
worship, in their home presbytery, of 
Atlanta, as you will read on the book 
jacket; where you will also see good 
pictures of this aunt and niece, well- 
known and loved here at home. 


‘They have led many into “the secret 
garden of the soul’s delight” in rev- 
erent communion with Him whose love 
is the flame on the altar of every dedi- 
cated heart. 

—Mrs. S. H. Askew 
Decatur, Ga. 





SYMBOLS OF THE CHURCH, ed. 
by Carroll E. Whittemore. Whittemore 
Associates, Inc., Boston, Massachu- 
setts. 64 pp. $.60. 


This little booklet contains illustra- 
tions and very brief historical back- 
grounds of approximately 350 symbols 
that have been used by churches 
through the ages. In addition to sym- 
bols related to the Old and New Testa- 
ments, there are numerous symbols 
of legendary origin for various saints. 
Other features of the publication in- 
clude an outline of liturgical colors 
for use on different occasions, forms 
of salutation for members of religious 
groups, a glossary of ecclesiastical 
terms, and an index. 


Although this interesting booklet 
contains a very complete and concise 
presentation of materials, it is of 
limited value. Many of the symbols 
included are far-fetched and unre- 
lated to Reformed Christianity. For 
example, a thread wound three times 
around a thumb symbolizes Seth, the 
third son of Adam and Eve; the 
cypress is used to symbolize death be- 
cause, “Once cut, it is said, a cypress 
never springs up again.” Only a few 
Scriptural references are given and 
those are usually for the familiar and 
more obvious symbols rather than for 
the obscure ones. 


It seems unfortunate that Symbols 
of the Church does not differentiate 
between the value and the possible 
danger of religious symbolism. Al- 
though this book defines a symbol as 

. - @ sign to recall an abstract truth, 
not to picture it’, it would have been 
helpful if a more complete discussion 


of the original purpose of symbols 
and history of their development had 
been included. 
—Virginia Langston 
Alexandria, Louisiana 





GOD’S GRACE, by Donald Grey 
Barnhouse. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 
189 pages, $3.50. 


THE WORD OF THE CROSS, by 
Peter H. Eldersveld, Eerdmans, Grand 
Rapids, 97 pages, $2.00. 


These two volumes are reproduc- 
tions of the radio messages of two na- 
tionally-known religious broadcasters. 
Dr. Barnhouse is pastor of the Tenth 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 
and editor of ETERNITY magazine; 
Dr. Eldersveld, preacher of the “Back 
To God” hour of the Christian Re- 
formed Church. Both are heard by 
countless thousands each Sunday as 
they minister over nation-wide radio 
networks. Both are veterans in the 
field of religious broadcasting. 


Both men are uncompromisingly loy- 
ai to the Scriptures and to the great 
historic doctrines of the Reformed 
faith. Both have a vigorous but chaste 
style of speaking and writing which 
enables them to convey a wealth of 
ideas with an economy of words. Both 
exhibit a faculty for making the pro- 
found and complex, simple and intel- 
ligible. Both are masters of apt illu- 
stration. There are other similarities 
in these two writers, and there are al- 
so differences. While both men would 
certainly be classified as outstanding 
preachers, Dr. Barnhouse is more spe- 
cifically a Bible teacher. His messages 
are expository and doctrinal while 
those of Dr. Eldersveld are textual 
and sometimes topical. 


GOD’S GRACE is the fifth volume 
in a series of doctrinal sermons based 
on the book of Romans. Here Dr. 
Barnhouse presents an _ exhaustive 
treatment of Romans 5:12-21 (the 
cover of the reviewer’s volume er- 
roneously reads 3:21-4:25). In so do- 
ing the author follows his unusual 
“inverted pyramid” technique of Bi- 
blical interpretation. This involves 
bringing to bear all relevant Scripture 
from other parts of the Bible upon 
the passage being exposed. In this 
way Scripture is used to interpret and 
illuminate Scripture. Lightened by ex- 


cellent illustrations, this book provides 
help for the most discriminating teach- 
er and inspiration for the Christian 
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who wants to know more of God’s 
grace. The fact that Dr. Barnhouse 
has been preaching for nine years on 
the first five chapters of Romans re- 
veals something of his thorough-going 
approach to this great doctrinal 
epistle. 


THE WORD OF THE CROSS, by 
Dr. Eldersveld, presents ten masterful 
sermons specifically related to the 
problem of communicating the Gospel 
in the twentieth century. Each re- 
flects the expressed aim of the preach- 
er — “firm commitment to the his- 
toric faith which is founded upon the 
Word of God and taught in the great 
creeds of the Christian Reformed 
Church.” With Scriptural insight, 
Calvinistic composure, solid scholar- 
ship, common sense, and prophetic 
warmth, this skilled preacher uncovers 
the shallowness and shabbiness of con- 
temporary anti-Christian, sub-Chris- 
tian and pseudo-Christian answers to 
man’s problems. At the same time 
he reveals the sufficiency of Christ’s 
eternal Gospel for the deepest needs 
of mankind in every age. 


—(Rev.) George Scotchmer 
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MINISTERS 


D. K. Langfitt, from Franklin, N. 
zZ., to Arlington, Virginia, Associate 
Pastor of the Trinity church. 


Calvin Thielman, formerly of 
Waynesville, N. C. is participating 
in Billy Graham’s Africa Crusade. 
After visiting our Missions in Af- 
rica, he will go to Edinburgh for 
graduate study. 


Robert A. Pitman, from Lufkin, 
Tex., to the Canal Street church, 
New Orleans, La. 


James A. Allison, Jr., from Fort 
Defiance, Va., to Raleigh Court 
church, Roanoke, Va. 


Kenneth W. Book, from Tallulah, 
La., to the Gulf Prairie church, 
Freeport, Tex. 


Patrick H. Carmichael (H.R.) is now 
living at 1008 Stockton St., Prince- 
ton, N. J. 


J. Russell Young, from Keystone 
Heights, Fla., to 756 W. 58rd St., 
Hialeah, Fla. 


W. H. Chappell, from Pamplin, Va., 
to Spring Lake, N. C. 


Chas. F. Allen, from Wellford, S. 
C. to the Turner and E. Monroe 
churches, Monroe, N. C. 


Olof Anderson, Jr., from the Harvey 
Browne church, Louisville, Ky., to 
Ex. Sec. of Louisville Presbytery. 


Samuel N. Thomas, from High Point, 
N. C. to the Hawfields church, Me- 
bane, N. C. 


Marvin K. Compher, from Richmond, 
Va., to the Memorial church, Eliza- 
bethton, Tenn. 


David G. Davies, from Greenville, 
S. C. to the newly organized Park- 
way church, Panama City, Fla. 


M. B. Koehler, from Memphis, Tenn. 
to the church at Perry Fla. 


D.C. E. 
Miss Caroline Goodman, from 


Churchville, Va., to 2300 McClin- 
tock Rd., Charlotte, N. C. 


LETTERS 


MORE ABOUT DEC. 30 ISSUE 


The Dec. 30 Journal is a power- 
house! I was thrilled beyond words 
at last to see in print what we have 
known to be true all along. Praise 
the Lord! 

—Mrs. John Leathen 
Miami, Fla. 





I am glad to see you still hold to 
the “Southern — Reformed — evan- 
gelical” kind of Christianity . .. I 
deeply appreciate your exposition of 
the INTERPRETER’S BIBLE pub- 
lished by our Church .. . Our Church 
is reformed but I am afraid it has 
been reformed by the world. 

—Guy McIntosh 
The Methodist Church 
Stanley, N. C. 





I cannot refrain from expressing 
my delight in the Dec. 30th Journal. 
The section on “Commentaries” is just 
priceless . . . I pray that God will 
give you the wisdom to continue a 
steadfast witness. 

—Walter S. Young 
Midlothian, Va. 





The article on “Commentaries” was 
a help — Wm. S. Smith did a good 
piece of work. Also, your article on 
“Books and Publishers” will help us 
all. 
—wWinton Enloe 
Columbia Seminary 





The idea of comparing commentaries 
and handbooks in four columns was a 
clever arrangement. And the details 
of column one are excellent. Nothing 
like quoting chapter and verse .. . 
Similarily, Dr. Williamson’s article was 
tops. Get him to write more. 

—Dr. Gordon H. Clark 
Butler University. 





You have pointed out some things 
for readers to do to stem the tide of 
liberalism. They are important but 
I find no suggestion that ministers 
and ruling elders have vows to honor 

. have not such things come to 
pass because ministers and ruling 
elders in general have hoped that 
“things will improve!”? When your 
readers have given attention to the 
four points noted and have sought 
to follow them, what about the point 
you did not mention, namely Dis- 
cipline? Is not the truth of the mat- 
ter that nothing can be done about 
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our problems in the courts of the 
Church? Only a few presbyteries can 
be found which can muster majorities 
to memorialize the Assembly regard- 
ing such problems. 
—/(Rev.) Robert H. Cox 
Columbia, S. C. 


As we said, we have hopes that 
“things will improve !”—Ed. 





The Dec. 30 issue was, in my humble 
opinion, a perfect example of what I 
feel should be said over and over 
again. 

—(Rev.) Leonard T. Van Horn 
Port Gibson, Miss. 





I have read your column on p. 2 
about the letter in the “Mailbag” and 
also the story, “The Spread of an 
Idea.” I want to thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for your efforts. 

—wW. E. Kerr 
Columbia, S. C. 





DR. BELL 


Kindly send me some copies of Dr. 
Bell’s “A Physician Looks at the Vir- 
gin Birth.” Am enclosing $2.00 for as 
many as it will cover. The Journal is 
a real spiritual help and we are very 
thankful for it. 


—Mrs. John H. Reed, Jr. 
Richmond, Va. 





Please send us 1,000 copies of the 
reprint of Dr. Bell’s editorial, “Amer- 
ica Wake Up — An Adventure In 
Long-range reporting,” from the Jan. 
17th issue. 

—Mrs. C. R. Best 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
Houston, Tex. 





Please send me 100 copies... . 
—Alfred P. Haake 
Largo, Fla. 


To date about 20,000 reprints of 
this editorial have been called for. 


—Ed. 





WOMEN’S WORK 


We are thrilled to learn that Dr. 
Gutzke and Mrs. Askew will be con- 
tributing to the Journal next year. In 
order to take advantage of these ar- 
ticles will you please send the Journal 
to the 11 members of the Women of 
the Church listed below. 


—Mrs. William S. Johnson 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Am so happy that Dr. Gutzke is go- 
ing to write the Bible Studies and 

































that Mrs. Askew will have articles too. 
She is such an inspiring little old lady 
and a wonderful student of the Word. 


—Mrs. W. T. Kelley 
McDonough, Ga. 


We are sure that Mrs. Askew will 
appreciate the compliment.—Ed. 





FISHERS OF MEN 


I regret to learn that John Knox 
Press has let the “Fishers of Men” 
Testament go out of print. I trust that 
the Journal will use its influence to 
have this valuable work re-printed. 
Such a useful help should never be 
allowed to go out of print. 


—(Rev.) E. H. Anderson 
Haysi, Virginia 


Mr. Smith has another book which 
should not be out of print: NEW 
TESTAMENT EVANGELISM.—Ed. 





DELAYED REACTION! 


Do you still publish the Southern 
Journal? I just came across a copy 
of 12 years ago and found the articles 
still very interesting and helpful. If 
this journal is still being published, 
place my name on the list of subscrib- 
ers and bill me for the amount due. 

—(Rev.) R. R. Belter, President 
Wartburg Lutheran Synod 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


And we trust they will still be time- 
ly 12 years hence!—Ed. 





FLORA MACDONALD 


In a recent issue you mentioned an 
organization that is endeavoring to 
save Flora Macdonald College. Please 
repeat the name of that organization. 

—Mrs. Stephen F. Hart 
Mineral, Va. 


Address R. D. McMillan, 
Springs, N. C.—Ed. 


Jr. Red 





I enjoy your magazine each week. 
Especially do I use the Circle Bible 
studies. This year there will be only 
9 months in our Women’s Year and 
there are 12 studies. Do you suppose 
that they could be published more 
frequently than once a month so that 
as we omit one we will still have the 
entire wonderful series? | 

—Mrs. Norris R. Fowler 
Union, S. C. 


As we explain elsewhere, it is our 


present intention to use the first eight 
and then the last of Dr. Gutzke’s stud- 
ies. It is too early to know if our sched- 
ule will permit publishing all twelve. 
—Ed. 





FOUND THE BIBLE TO BE 
GODS WORD 


This is a letter of appreciation for 
the Editorials in the Dec. 23 issue 
(Modern Presbyterians, Children in 
the Marketplace). Also a testimony 
on what the Bible and the Confession 
of faith mean to me. Until one night 
last fall I had read and believed the 
Bible with reservations. But one 
night at Prayer Meeting I suddenly 
passed over that invisible line from 
unbelief to faith. It suddenly hit me 
that civilizations rise and fall and that 
scientific theories are proved and then 
disproved, but the Bible is the Word 
of God and will endure for ever. 


It was a hard thing to do. It must 
be like being born or dying. We are 
reluctant to pass onto the other side, 
but once there we would never want 
to turn back. Since my experience, 
every time I pick up the Bible it is a 
thrilling experience. I have been able 
to witness much better for Christ and 
there is a more joyful and thankful 
feeling. Every day my husband and 
I realize more what a wonderful gift 
Faith is. 

The Confession of faith was invalu- 
able to me twice in the last few 
months. Once in assuring a grieving 
mother whose little boy had drowned 
that he was not in hell because he had 
not been baptized . . . And when a 
young woman confessed she was heart- 
sick because her mother told her that 
she would be responsible for sending 
her to hell because she had left the 
Roman church and joined ours. So 
instead of looking on the Confession 
as a quaint document, I think it 
should be studied more in our churches. 
Every woman who becomes an officer 
in the Women of the Church should 
be familiar with it. 

We are fortunate to belong to a 
congregation which has a preacher who 
preaches strictly from the Bible. Our 
adult Sunday School class teacher 
makes the Scriptures a living thing. 
We have good attendance at Prayer 
Meeting and each of our circles has a 
daily prayer list going. We have three 
well-attended services each Sunday. 

—Mrs. George H. Jeffers 

We have omitted the name of the 


city so that congregation won’t be 
deluged with Pulpit Committees.—Ed. 


THAT NAME AGAIN! 


I don’t care what it’s called, just 
keep it coming! Please! 
—Mrs. Chris Dimitry 
Pensacola, Fla. 





In case you need another vote to 
keep the new name, count me in! 
—Arthur Matthews 
Alexandria, La. 





Me? I like it! 
—N. A. Pratt 
Newport, Tenn. 





Now that the name has been changed 
. it looks to me like you have be. 
gun to straddle the fence. 
—Frank M. Mainous 
Houston 5, Tex. 





I am very sorry that you have 
dropped the “Southern.” 
—Mrs. T. L. Carraway 
Jackson, Miss. 





THIS AND THAT 


I am a zealous supporter of the 
Journal and admire you because you 
dare to expose both supporters and 
non-supporters of your own view- 
point, thereby proving your interest 
in the whole truth in all matters. 

—Mrs. W. T. Kelly 
McDonough, Ga. 





Presbyterian U.S. Series 
of 


THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
(RADIO) 
presents 
Dr. Rosert F. Jones 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Fort Worth, Texas 


Topic for 


Feb. 7 


“SOME 
RAIN 
MUST 

FALL” 


. Jones 


Write for copies of messages to 
the radio station over which they 
are heard, or to 


TRAV 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 


Atlanta 8, Ga. 
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